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6:00 pm | Friday
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congregants, Jewish teachings, sermons from our rabbis, and special music will 
enhance “Shabbat—our sanctuary in time.”

Torah Study on Shabbat Morning
9:30 am | Saturday 
Start your Saturday with Torah study and a bagel with a shmear of cream cheese. 
Each Shabbat morning before our Shabbat Morning Minyan (10:30 am), you will 
study Parashat HaShavua, the weekly Torah portion. The rabbis will lead a 
discussion of ancient commentaries and teachings and reveal the Torah’s 
modern and relevant lessons. 

Tot Shabbat
10:00 am | Saturday
Join us Saturday morning at 10:00 am for a wonderful young family Shabbat 
experience. This interactive program is geared for families with children up to the 
age of five years old. Prayer, music, stories, movement, activities, snacks and much 
more will be featured. Following Tot Shabbat, families stay and enjoy time together 
in our beautiful playground. This is a great way for you to celebrate Shabbat with 
other families with young children.  tbsmb.school/programs/family

Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 am | Saturday 
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jLAB Family Shabbat
Each Saturday morning, jLAB students in grades K-5 and their parents (and other 
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Shabbat morning t’filah experience. This is a great opportunity to learn the prayers 
of our liturgy and connect with the words of our prayer service. All those with 
children in this age group are welcome to join us! For more information or to RSVP 
contact Kimberly Hyde at kimberly@tbsmb.org.

B-Mitzvah Service
Our b-mitzvah services are at 10:30 am and 4:30 pm. These services occur only 
when a member of the Temple is celebrating the occasion of becoming bar/bat/b-
mitzvah. See above (table of contents) or tbsmb.org/calendar for current schedule.

Live Streaming
Watch Friday night and Saturday morning Shabbat services on your computer at 
www.tbsmb.org/watch. 
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I came home this morning from a five-day emergency rabbis’ 
mission to Israel. There were 17 rabbis from Miami altogether, 
including me and Rabbi Glickstein. The purpose of our mission was 
to give hizuk, as the rabbis call it, strengthening, to our Israeli family. 
But the truth is, I came away strengthened – yes, still devastated, 
frustrated, angry and worried, but incredibly inspired, awed and 
even exhilarated by what I witnessed.

One of the recurring themes of our trip and of Jewish life in general 
is resiliency – Rebbe Nachman of Bratslav, who is well known to us 
by his famous words, “Kol haolam kulo gesher tzar meod, the whole 
world is a narrow bridge”, was a master of resiliency. At a young 
age he lost four children and his wife to tuberculosis. And his house 
burned down. Shortly after becoming engaged to his second wife, 
he discovered that he had tuberculosis, and he died a few years 
later. But despite all this he taught his disciples that it is forbidden 
to despair, that we need to find the hope hidden beneath it.

Before leaving on my trip, I read an article by Tracy Frydberg, who 
spoke about the concept of the Jewish people needing to build an 
Iron Dome of resilience. I must tell you, I witnessed the profound 
resiliency of Israelis first-hand on this mission. On the Black 
Shabbat of October 7th, as it’s come to be known, when Israeli 
reservists were called to duty, 152% of them showed up. How does 
that happen? How do you exceed 100%?

It means that not only the reservists who were called showed up, 
but those who weren’t called. They came from all over the world, 
from Thailand and India and London. And those who couldn’t 
serve in battle showed up to donate blood, so much so that people 
had to be turned away, and they showed up and are still coming to 
tend to agricultural fields which have been abandoned, and to feed 
soldiers and care for the thousands of displaced kibbutzniks and 
children from border towns like Sderot.

In Israel we met with so many people who shared gut wrenching 
stories of loss and terror, and yet despite their suffering, there was a 
sense of resolve and purpose. We met Rabbi Shmuel Slotki, who in 
his gentle way told us about his two sons, Yishai who was 24 years 
old and Noam who was 31, who were neighbors of one another 
in Beersheba. On October 7th, the moment they got word of what 
was happening nearby, they left their wives and children, grabbed 
their pistols and head toward the massacre. Rabbi Slotki took care 
to tell us that at any point along the way they could have changed 
their minds and turned back, but they didn’t. Video footage from 
Kibbutz Alumim shows that they fought the terrorists with one 
other lone soldier for forty minutes, just the three of them, killing 
many, but by 10:30 am, they were both dead.

We saw their fresh graves at Har Herzl, the military cemetery, buried 
side by side, just as they fought. And though Rabbi Slotki had 

the unspeakable tragedy of burying two sons on the same day, 
he shared that when people ask him if he’s angry at God, he tells 
them “no”, his sons chose to defend their home and their country. 
He said that he will only be angry if their deaths are in vain. Israelis 
must take their grief and channel it, he said, into a mission to 
rebuild Israel as a “big tent” of Jewish identity that is inclusive and 
a new atmosphere of unity. He spoke with a calmness of purpose 
and clarity of vision that was humbling to witness.

And unbelievably enough, the story of his sons is not unique. I 
heard about another young soldier, Jonathan Elzari, who was 
home for the holiday on kibbutz ofakim without a weapon. When 
he heard the terrorists outside, he took his pocket-knife, put some 
rocks in a sock and went out to defend his home. We saw his 
memorial as well. 

And we met Uri, a young, soft-spoken soldier, in the hospital, 
who was a gunner in a tank in the North when they were hit by a 
Hezbollah rocket. When he tried to get out of the gunner’s seat and 
couldn’t, he realized his leg had been blown off. One other soldier 
in the tank was also injured and when Uri found a box of mango 
juice near his seat to prevent him from losing consciousness, he 
shared it with his injured tank mate.

The stories transcend the battlefield into civilian life in Israel Some 
of you are familiar with the organization, Brothers in Arms, Achim 
l’Neshek, who were the military reservists who organized the 
months’ long protests against Netanyahu’s right-wing coalition, 
undermining Israel’s democracy. And even though they had 
threatened to not serve this government, they showed up, both 
in the air and battlefield and in service. They were the first on the 
ground to organize food and shelter for the more than 200,000 
displaced Israelis; drove more than 8000 soldiers to their units 
in the first 3 days of the war; collected military gear that was 
lacking; started the first missing person’s center; and are providing 
emotional support to a traumatized nation.

We met with Gigi Levy-Weiss, the visionary behind this operation, a 
high-tech entrepreneur, who sees this as the opportunity to partner 
with organizations around Israel with diverse orientations to build 
unity, and with the United States to repair the fissures that have 
emerged between American Jews and Israel. They now no longer 
call themselves Brothers in Arms, but rather Achim v’Achiot l’Yisrael, 
Brothers and Sisters for Israel.

We also met with survivors of the massacre at Kibbutz Kfar Aza 
and heard their testimonies: 13-year-old R’nana, a father named 
Oded whose sister in-law was taken hostage, and a mother named 
Rotem, who hid with her two children for 32 hours before they were 
rescued. Eight of those hours were spent with the terrorists in their 
home, eating their food, threatening them, but ultimately walking 

Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz

Sacred Connections

Page 3 

Continued on page 17

Sermon delivered by Rabbi Pomerantz on Friday, November 17
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Stacy Penson 
Director of Elementary Level

I recently read the book Good Inside by Dr. Becky 
Kennedy. The most important take away for me was 
a phrase she refers to, “Two things are true.” This 
explains that we do not have to choose between 
two supposedly oppositional realities. The ability 
to accept multiple realities at once is critical to 
healthy relationships. Sometimes we are so fixated on 
trying to understand and make things certain, we miss half 
the picture.  

Our school vision states, “the Innovative School of Temple 
Beth Sholom is a Reggio-inspired Jewish community 
dedicated to joyful learning.”  As a school whose guiding 
principle is based on “joyful learning,” we understand that 
sometimes it is hard for some to fully believe that if 
children are happy at school, they are also working in an 
academically challenging and rigorous environment. 

As a teaching community we are always learning about 
developmentally appropriate learner-centered education 
practices and why this is what our children need today and 
as future changemakers.  

Ann Pelo calls for brave spaces in our work with each 
other. She writes, “In safe spaces, we expect to be free 
from risk, difficulty, discomfort, but when we come together 
amid our differences, committed to a shared life, we are 
sure to encounter difficulty and discomfort. We need our 
communities to be brave spaces—brave because we are 
going to be vulnerable and exposed. Brave, because we 
are going to take risks with each other. Brave, because 
there will be conflict, discomfort, and rigorous challenge.”  

On the first day of our in-service week before the start 
of school the elementary staff reads the following poem 
together: 

	� Together we will create brave space 
	 Because there is no such thing as a “safe space” 
	 We exist in the real world 
	� We all carry scars, and we have all caused wounds. 
	 In this space 
	� We seek to turn down the volume of the outside 

world, 
	 We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere, 
	 We call each other to more truth and love 
	� We have the right to start somewhere and continue 

to grow. 

	� We have the responsibility to examine what we 
think we know. 

	 We will not be perfect. 
	 This space will not be perfect. 
	 It will not always be what we wish it to be 
	 But 
	 It will be our brave space together, 
	 and 
	 We will work on it side by side. 

This sets the tone for our collaborative work throughout the 
year. The one thing we are certain of is that we will have 
times of uncertainty and that is ok-two things are true. We 
will be challenged, uncomfortable and uncertain and we 
will be joyful in our work with our children. 

At the beginning of this new year, I am reminded that with 
the joy of the return to school and reuniting with families 
after a long break there is also uncertainty. Partnering 
with families is a huge responsibility and opportunity-
Two things are true! I remain curious as we create the 
conditions to explore the interests, social, emotional, and 
physical considerations of a child in addition to their 
academic success. Of course, academic skills are 
important, AND they are not the only thing that matters. 
We are interested in helping children be good learners 
and good people! Two things are true. Academic skills are 
important and that is not the whole story. What we need to 
also consider is in what context and for what purpose do 
they matter.  

We recently embarked on creating a learner profile 
which establishes the outcomes of each Innovative 
School graduate to be an empowered learner, an 
empathetic citizen, a creative problem solver, an 
effective communicator, and a constructive collaborator 
in an authentic, personalized and competency-based 
environment. 

If you would like to learn more about the schools our 
children deserve, including our innovative approaches to 
teaching and learning and ensuring that all our learners are 
known, know themselves, and feel like they belong, please 
reach out to me at stacy@innovativeschool.org. 

Thanks!

Stacy

Innovative School
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At the heart of our jLAB curriculum lies the concept 
of mitzvot, the commandments that guide our actions 
and shape our character.

Mitzvot are not merely a set of rules or obligations; 
they are an expression of our love for G-d and for 
one another. They represent a path towards a life 
of meaning, purpose, and fulfillment. By embracing 
mitzvot, we not only connect with our spiritual heritage 
but also cultivate a deeper sense of compassion, 
empathy, and responsibility towards our fellow 
humans.

In jLAB, we strive to instill in our learners a lifelong 
love for mitzvot. We do this not by rote memorization 
or rigid enforcement, but by fostering an environment 
of exploration, discovery, and personal growth. We 
encourage our learners to ask questions, engage in 
meaningful discussions, and connect their learning to 
their everyday lives.

Through a variety of engaging activities, we help 
learners understand the deeper significance of mitzvot. 
We teach them about the historical context in which 
they were given, their relevance to modern life, and 
their impact on our relationships with others and with 
the world around us.

We also emphasize the importance of chesed, acts 
of kindness, as an integral part of our Jewish identity. 
We encourage our learners to volunteer their time 
and talents to help those in need, fostering a sense of 
social responsibility and a commitment to making a 
positive difference in the world.

As our learners progress through their jLAB journey, 
we hope to nurture in them a deep appreciation for the 
richness and beauty of our Jewish tradition. We want 
them to see mitzvot as a gift, a source of guidance, 
inspiration, and joy.

The true essence of mitzvot lies not in their external 
performance but in the inner transformation they 
bring about. When we embrace mitzvot with sincerity 
and humility, we open ourselves up to a world of 
spiritual growth, personal fulfillment, and meaningful 
connection with others.

May this year’s Mitzvah Day be filled with blessings as 
we learn, grow, and connect on this journey of spiritual 
discovery together.

Barb

Barb Shimansky, RJE
Director of School for Living Judaism

The Joy of Mitzvot: Cultivating a Life of Meaning and Purpose

jLAB is on Winter Break through January 6.

There is no jLAB on 
Saturday, January 13 or 

Monday, January 15 (MLK Weekend)

There is no jLAB on Saturday, January 20 
(Teacher Professional Development Day)
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Cantor Juval Porat

Belonging Together

It’s hard to imagine how our world will look in a matter of weeks, let alone a month from now. As I’m writing these lines, it’s been only a few 
days since my installation weekend – my “jar of welcome notes” is on my desk and I’m so very heartened by all the greetings of welcome, 
the kind messages, and sweet notes. The world feels less dark with all of your love and support. I couldn’t have asked for a softer landing 
and I continue to feel immensely blessed to be of service to the community of TBS. 

May we go from strength to strength, may we know peace and community, joy and blessings in the years to come. With much gratitude,
											           - Cantor Juval Porat

Genesis 32:10-11

Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham’s and God of 
my father Isaac’s [house], O Adonai who said to me, ‘Return to 
your homeland and I will deal bountifully with you’! 

I am unworthy of all the kindness that You have so steadfastly 
shown Your servant: with my staff alone I crossed this Jordan, 
and now I have become two camps.”

In this week’s portion, Vayishlach, Jacob returns home to face 
his twin brother Esau after 20 years in exile. The verses I just 
chanted are part of a prayer a seemingly terrified Jacob is offer-
ing when word gets out that Esau, Jacob’s estranged brother 
of 20 years, is approaching with 400 men.

As I stand here before you today, gathered in this sacred 
space, I am echoing Jacob's words. As a descendant of our 
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel 
and Leah, I am—we are—the inheritors of a rich and vibrant 
tradition that has shaped our lives and continues to guide 
us. And within this tradition, throughout my personal journey, 
captivated by the power of music to evoke emotions, inspire 
action, and forge a deep connection with the divine, I’ve been 
continuously inspired to cultivate a sense of home—not simply 
by returning to a physical place, but by reconnecting with 
something deeper, something that lies within us all. By 
rediscovering our values, our beliefs, our sense of belonging 
time and time again. 

In having reached this moment of my installation, with formative 
stops in Israel and Germany, at the Yeshiva in Netanyah and Ar-
chitecture school in Aachen, Cantorial school in Berlin, Jewish 
communities throughout Germany, Congregation Beth Chayim 
Chadashim in Los Angeles and so many guiding relationships, 
places and experiences, I take inspiration from Jacob’s prayer, 
because in it he reveals a profound sense of humility—a quality 
that resonates deeply for me in this moment.

Yes, so many of my choices and actions have been mine—
throughout my journey there have been many times I’ve acted 
from a self-reliance mode, often on my own, doing my best 
to control and reach my goal without the help of anyone. It is, 
however, in acknowledging my dependence on a higher power, 
on the divine image that’s within every person in my past and 
present that has been there for me, that has gently, subtly, as 
well as powerfully made an impact and left an imprint on me, 

that I find strength.

Beyond the realm of personal struggles, the power of humility 
delves into the broader context of human relationships.

Later in our Torah Portion, Jacob decides to not turn away but 
rather advance towards Esau, bowing low to the ground seven 
times, in supplication or anavah/humility. 

It is this action of humility that encourages Esau to run towards 
Jacob, embracing and kissing him.

The reunited twins weep in each other’s arms, and Esau 
inquires as to the meaning of the people and gifts Jacob has 
sent his way. 

In this intimate, vulnerable moment, Jacob witnesses in his 
twin’s face not an enemy, not an Other, but the Divine  
Presence. Imbued with this awareness, Jacob is free to offer 
Esau a blessing, perhaps the very blessing he had wrestled 
deceitfully from Esau.

In thinking about our siblings in the state of Israel, as well as all 
inhabitants of the land of Israel, I can’t help but pray and hope 
for leadership on both sides that will know to utilize humility as 
a bridge, connecting us to one another and fostering a sense 
of shared humanity. It is through humility that we can break 
down barriers, heal wounds, foster a more harmonious and just 
world, create a space for reconciliation and understanding and 
acknowledge that we are all in need of forgiveness and grace. 

With a sense of humility, gratitude, and homecoming, I feel 
deeply blessed to be installed as your Cantor tonight. I stand 
before you with a deep-seated commitment to upholding 
the traditions of Temple Beth Sholom while also embracing 
the innovative spirit that has always defined this community 
and the Reform movement at large. I offer you the vision of a 
synagogue where music serves as a unifying force, drawing 
us together in shared prayer, celebration, meaning-making 
and learning—a sanctuary where melodies resonate with the 
souls of every individual, in humble recognition of one another’s 
strengths and talents, a singing community that fosters a sense 
of belonging and connection that transcends generations. 

To the members of Temple Beth Sholom, I pledge my heart 
and soul to serving you as your cantor. I am here to listen to 
your needs and find ways to meet them, to celebrate your joys, 
and to offer comfort in times of sorrow. I am here to share the 
beauty and depth of Jewish music with you, to elevate your 
spirits through song, and to create a space for your soul and to 
connect with you.

ֹיַּו ָוֹהְי קחָ֑צְִי יבִ֣אָ יה3ֵ֖אֵו םהָ֔רָבְאַ יבִ֣אָ י֙ה3ֵאֱ בֹ֒קעֲַי ר֮מֶא֘   ׃Rמָּֽעִ הבָיטִ֥יאְֵו I֖תְּדְלַוֹמלְוּ I֛צְרְאַלְ בוּשׁ֧ ילַ֗אֵ רמֵֹ֣אהָ ה֞
 

ֹטקָ ֹכּמִ יתְִּנ֜  יתִייִ֖הָ התָּ֥עְַו הזֶּ֔הַ ןדֵּ֣רְַיּהַ־תאֶ י֙תִּרְבַ֙עָ ילִ֗קְמַבְ יכִּ֣ Iדֶּ֑בְעַ־תאֶ תָישִׂ֖עָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תמֶ֔אֱהָ֣־לכׇּמִוּ ם֙ידִסָחֲהַ ל֤
  ׃תוֹֽנחֲמַ ינֵ֥שְׁלִ

 

ֹיַּו ָוֹהְי קחָ֑צְִי יבִ֣אָ יה3ֵ֖אֵו םהָ֔רָבְאַ יבִ֣אָ י֙ה3ֵאֱ בֹ֒קעֲַי ר֮מֶא֘   ׃Rמָּֽעִ הבָיטִ֥יאְֵו I֖תְּדְלַוֹמלְוּ I֛צְרְאַלְ בוּשׁ֧ ילַ֗אֵ רמֵֹ֣אהָ ה֞
 

ֹטקָ ֹכּמִ יתְִּנ֜  יתִייִ֖הָ התָּ֥עְַו הזֶּ֔הַ ןדֵּ֣רְַיּהַ־תאֶ י֙תִּרְבַ֙עָ ילִ֗קְמַבְ יכִּ֣ Iדֶּ֑בְעַ־תאֶ תָישִׂ֖עָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תמֶ֔אֱהָ֣־לכׇּמִוּ ם֙ידִסָחֲהַ ל֤
  ׃תוֹֽנחֲמַ ינֵ֥שְׁלִ

 

Continued on page 10



Page 7 

The unwavering support from our members continues 
to be the foundation of Temple Beth Sholom. Our 
cherished sacred space has always been a spiritual 
enrichment and community unity haven. Your annual 
commitment holds crucial significance, and this 
dedication as a current 2023-2024 member is essential 
to sustaining vital outreach programs, aiding the 
vulnerable, and preserving Jewish traditions for your 
family and mine. Now, more than ever, we also ask for 
the referral of your family, friends, and co-workers to 
Temple Beth Sholom.

In this new calendar year of 2024, we journey forward 
with determination and ask you to continue to 
stand with us in cultivating a world of compassion, 
understanding, and unity. Together, we can face 
any challenge and persist as a beacon for future 
generations - one community. We also ask that 
you refer your family, friends, and co-workers 
to Temple Beth Sholom. Your support through 
renewed membership and referral of new members 
symbolizes faith in the enduring resilience of our 
Jewish community and the values we hold dear. This 
commitment binds us into a unified community.

We invite you throughout the year to delicious 
community Shabbat dinners, meaningful music and 
prayer, insightful teachings from our clergy, engaging 
educational programming, and so on. We have 
something for everyone to connect, pray and play! 

We urge those who still need to renew their 2023-
2024 annual commitment to contact us. We can 
renew your annual commitment with a 2-minute call 
or brief email. Your prompt attention to this matter is 
greatly appreciated. To refer your family, friends, or 
co-workers, please contact me; I would be honored to 
reach out to them. 

Be Inspired. Be Nurtured. Belong. 

L’Shalom, 

Craig

305.538.7231, ext. 230

craig@tbsmb.org

Craig Berko

Director of Membership

Membership
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Jeff Agron

Social Justice Director

Social Justice

Mitzvah Day 2024 Is Almost Here!

We are excited to announce that signups for Mitzvah 
Day 2024 will open in early January. Please go to the 
Mitzvah Day page under Social Justice https://www.
tbsmb.org/mitzvahday/.  
 
Mitzvah Day will be held on Sunday, February 4, and 
will mark the 29th year that Temple Beth Sholom 
has coordinated this impactful and meaningful day 
of service. This year’s theme is “Coming Together 
in Unity.” In 2024, we as a Temple Beth Sholom 
Community will continue to work to serve our Greater 
Miami community through our many Direct Service 
Projects even as we stand in unity with our family 
in Israel. We will also continue our work on climate 
change and towards approval of a Constitutional 
amendment in Florida protecting reproductive rights.   
 
Mitzvah Day is only possible because of everyone’s 
desire and commitment to give back. The day will 
consist of over 30 individual activities designed to 
support our local community and Israel. Special thanks 
go to my partners and our Mitzvah Day co-chairs, 
Ashley Weissman and Caryn Pardo. 

As is the tradition on Mitzvah Day, we will be starting 
with a delicious community breakfast, followed by our 
opening ceremonies and then both on-site and off-site 
projects. After completing your projects on Mitzvah 
Day, make sure to return to campus, where we will 
have food trucks for lunch. Our world-famous annual 
Mitzvah Day Soup Contest will begin at 1:30 pm. All 
proceeds will benefit The CLEO Institute. Their mission 
is dedicated to climate education, advocacy and 
engagement. This year’s Soup Contest co-chairs are 
Dana Grodin, Karen Sepsenwol and Jody Gross. 

Please join us on Friday, February 2 at we kick-off the 
weekend with our Mitzvah Weekend speaker, David 
Dietch, President of The CLEO Institute, former mayor 
of Surfside, a nonpartisan, non-profit dedicated to 
climate work in Florida.

All of us at Temple Beth Sholom appreciate the 
opportunity on Mitzvah Day and throughout the year to 
give back to our community, help those in need, and 

to be grateful for what we have. This year we continue 
to support our brothers and sisters in Israel through 
our acts of kindness. Even the smallest amount of 
kindness can make a huge difference, and together we 
can move mountains.

Looking forward to seeing you at Mitzvah Day!

Above: Kol HaKavod to our 4th and 5th grade learners in 
the Innovative School and their teacher, Rachel Unger, who 
headed our Sukkot collection for The Miami Diaper Bank. 
Through their leadership and the participation of our entire 
community, Temple Beth Sholom collected 3,884 diapers, 
5,256 wipes, ten cans of formula, and many other baby 
needs. Our community also donated over $1,000 which will 
enable the Miami Diaper Bank to purchase another 5,661 
diapers. Overall, we contributed 9,545 diapers and served 
191 babies in need in our community.

On November 1 our 4th and 5th grade learners met with TBS 
member Roberto Schaechter, founder of the Miami Diaper 
Bank, Adam Snitzer, board member, and Gabriela Rojas, 
executive director, along with Rabbi Jessica Jacobs. We 
learned about the work of the Miami Diaper Bank and the 
Jewish values of our work with them. Our class and guests 
are pictured above.

mitzvah day 2024
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All Ages

1.	 Friends with Firetrucks
2.	 Kosher Foodbank Scavenger Hunt
3.	 Community Refrigerators with Buddy System MIA

Family Friendly

4.	 Blessings in a Backpack 
5.	 Mischloach Manot (Purim Baskets) for Holocaust Survivors
6.	 Lentils and Love: Lentil Soup Project with the Kosher Food Bank
7.	 Pack a Preemie Pack
8.	 Bagels and Boot Camp for Israel, with Michelle Sucher (new)
9.	 Playdate at Lotus House
10.	Tzedakah on the Water: Paddleboarding/Kayak and Cleanup for a 

cause
11.	jLAB Mitzvah Day Project
12.	Food Rescue with Rachel Unger
13.	Mompacks for Lotus House
14.	The Phoenix Reading Project Book Collection
15.	Food Distribution with Miami Beach Residents
16.	Beach Cleanup with Surfrider Foundation
17.	Welcome Home Hero – for veterans (new)
18.	Innovative School of Temple Beth Sholom Mitzvah Day Project
19.	Voices for Children, Volunteer to support Kids in Foster Care (new)

Teens and Up

20.	Imagine, Learn, Play Create for Miami Children’s Museum
21.	TBS Sisterhood Baskets for Seniors 
22.	Rehome Your Phone (and more) Electronics Recycling (new)
23.	Giving Back to Gibson Park
24.	Blood and Platelets Drive

Adults

25.	Havdalah Candle Making and Spice Bags with Yodeah
26.	Mitzvah Day with The Tribe & Best Buddies

Additional Collections

27.	New to You with Sisterhood
28.	Miami Book Fair’s Literacy Initiative, The Children’s Trust Books for Free

Booths

29.	PACT – People Acting for Community Together
30.	Yodeah – Hereditary Cancers in Ashkenazi Jews
31.	Gun Violence Prevention Task Force
32.	American Cancer Society – Cancer Action Network
33.	Honor an Israeli Volunteer with Magen David Adom
34.	Compost for Life

Join us for a Mitzvah Day Project!
Co
mi
ng
 T
og
et
he
r 
in 

Un
ity

mitzvah day 2024
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11th Annual

February 4, 2024  • 1:30 pm
To register and sponsor visit 

tbsmb.org/mitzvahday

Soup  Contest

All proceeds benefit The CLEO Institute

Soup Contest Co-Chairs:
Karen Sepsenwol, Dana Grodin, and Jody Gross

Location: Temple Beth Sholom Welcome Center

A resident of Surfside, Florida for 23 years and a 
member of Temple Beth Sholom for 12 years, Daniel 
Dietch is a Vice President and the Miami Office 
Manager for SCS Engineers where he leads the 
Sustainable Materials Management Practice and  
provides strategic solid waste and environmental 
consulting services to municipal and commercial 
clients worldwide. Daniel is currently Board President 
at The CLEO Institute and he served ten years as the 
Mayor of Surfside.

MEET OUR SPEAKER
Daniel DIETCH

I offer gratitude to my mentors and teachers, who have nurtured my musical talents and guided me on my spiritual path. Your 
wisdom and guidance have been invaluable, and I am forever indebted to you.

To my esteemed colleagues, I extend my deepest admiration and gratitude for your unwavering dedication to our community. Your 
passion, expertise, humor, open hearts and ears and commitment to Jewish life inspire me. Thank you for making me feel safe, 
seen and heard from my very first day at TBS. 

To the entire TBS professional staff – I couldn’t – we couldn’t(!) do any of this work without your dedication and care.

To the entire welcoming committee, search committee, transition committee and the installation weekend committees, wow! 
Thank you for trusting me, for choosing me and for welcoming me so gracefully. Thank you for being there to offer your support, 
counsel and care. 

Thank you to all the musicians and singers tonight for your collaborative spirit and partnership in articulating the musical vision for 
TBS. 

As we embark on this new chapter together, I carry with me the love, support, and blessings of all of you. Together, may we 
continue to create a Temple Beth Sholom that is a beacon of Jewish life, a place where music and spirituality intertwine to inspire, 
uplift, and unite us all.

Shabbat Shalom!							       Originally offered on Friday night, December 1, 2023

Continued from page 6Belonging Together
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Adult Education
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

2023-2024
For a complete listing of classes:
please visit tbsmb.org/adult-study

Starting January 22 
Join Rabbi Loiben in exploring Broadway through 
the lens of Jewish texts. In each session we will 
explore a different show through the eyes of our 
ancient and modern commentaries. At least three of 
the shows that we study will be coming to the Arsht 
Center this year, which could be a great opportunity 
to study and enjoy! We will study the texts in 
English using Sefaria with Hebrew side-by-side for 
reference. All experience levels are welcome.  
Mondays, 7:00–8:00 pm, January 22; 
February 5, 12, 19, 26; March 4.

In Person | Registration: 
Noemi, noemi@tbsmb.org



HAKOL  January 2024 Page 12 

JANUARY 19 AND 20, 2024
JOIN US FOR SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION

Our 2024 Kavanah Retreat is a once in a lifetime chance to study with world famous scholar Rabbi Lawrence 
Hoffman.  Rabbi Hoffman is funny, menschie and brilliant. Our annual Kavanah Retreat touches and informs our 
hearts, minds, bodies and spirits.  

Praise for the 2023 Retreat:

“It’s always a blessing to open our eyes and hearts to new practices”
	
“The Retreat was magnificent in every respect.”

“It was a lifetime event for us.”

“Thank you so much for a wonderful time together.  If I attempted to list all 
that was great this weekend, my list would be very very long. We enjoyed it a 
lot and are looking forward for more.” 

“The entire weekend was thoughtfully put together and perfectly 
executed…TBS is…to be congratulated and thanked for organizing 
such an inspirational conference.”

Our thanks to Marte & Paul Singerman for sponsoring this rich opportunity.

Questions? Contact Marte Singerman martesingerman@me.com or text to 305.979.4343.

2024 Kavanah Retreat Featuring Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman, Ph.D. 
Kavanah Retreat Scholar

Register

Thank you to the Kavanah Council/Host Committee:
Angelica Berezin, Raquel Bild-Libbin, Sandra Breiterman, Natalie Broidy, Patty Feito, Norys Figuera, Agnes Gray, Keith Gray, 
Gail Harris, Larry Hurwitz, Cantor Juval Porat, Scott Rogers, Jani Singer, Marte Singerman, Lorraine Steen, and Miriam 
Steinberg
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2022

or

Contact

tbsmb.org/youth-campaign

Katy Boyask, Director of Advancement

katy@tbsmb.org

(786)406-1375

For additional information or to donate, please visit

4144 Chase Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33140

There are a variety of ways to make a tax-deductible donation and make a difference for 

the youth at TBS now and for the future. Gifts can be made by credit card, check or stock 

transfer. Annual payment plans are available and payable over five years. We have three 

allocation buckets:

 •  Scholarships

 •  Playgrounds/Outdoor Spaces

 •  Unrestricted 

You may also contribute to an existing Named Fund at TBS earmarked for youth 

scholarships and be counted in this fundraising effort. In addition, major gift naming 

opportunities are available. More information is available upon request.

How can I or my family make a contribution to the  
Youth Campaign?

March of the Living

High School in Israel - Masada The Innovative School of 
Temple Beth Sholom play area

Help us reach the finish line!  
 

The Youth Campaign at Temple Beth Sholom seeks to:

• Renovate our outdoor spaces and playgrounds,  
which includes enhanced security features and  

conservation of our seawall. 
• Replenish our scholarship funds for school, summer camp 

and Israel experiences for children of all ages. 
 

The Youth Campaign benefits our tots through teens. 
 

To view the brochure and make a tax-deductible  
donation, visit tbsmb.org/youth-campaign

Contact: Director of Advancement Katy Boyask  at  
katy@tbsmb.org 786.406.1375

Mindful Tuesdays
Weekly Mindfulness Group: Would you like to be 
part of a community dedicated to improving our 
lives by increasing our self-awareness, calmness, 
and joy? Led by Marte Singerman.

6:30 pm via Zoom
Contact/registration: tbsmb.org/adult-study
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What a beautiful, fun, and delicious evening we shared with Brotherhood on the 6th night of Chanukah: lighting the candles, eating 
latkes and sufganiyot while talking, laughing, and singing. 

Sisters, please mark your calendars to come together on January 17 at 7:00 pm in the Board Room at Temple Beth Sholom to 
learn more about being Heart Healthy. We must learn how to listen to our bodies and recognize when changes are happening. 

Mitzvah Day is approaching! Now is the time to start looking in your closets to gather clothing you and everyone in your home are 
no longer wearing. Please collect the gently used clean clothes and fold them in bags. Please bring them to the temple in February 
for Mitzvah Day. We will be sorting them for different organizations i.e., Lotus House, veterans, and cancer organizations, from 
infants to adults; every item is welcome as long as it is gently used and clean.  

We look forward to seeing you at all of our upcoming events.

Wishing everyone a wonderful, healthy and peaceful 2024.

Kim and Phyllis

Kim Haber & Phyllis Winston

Upcoming Events

Birthday 
Bash!

Co-Presidents

Hello Sisters:

We have wonderful plans for our new year and can’t wait 
to see you all!  Our kickoff will start with a Birthday Bash on 
Wednesday, October 13. Michael Meltzer is catering and 
a hilarious comedian from Israel will entertain us.

So save the date and keep an eye out for the Evite very soon. 
This will start off a great season of fun with events every month.

All events will have an in person, and if necessary, a virtual 
component so all can participate. 

• Grace Sherman Challah plate

• Stitchless blankets for charity

• Legacy Workshop

• Homeopathy Series

• Rugelach cooking class

• Mitzvah Day - New 2 You and Kosher 
Food Bank hygiene baskets

• Book Club and much more!

tbsmb.org/sisters

Please stop by and see Sandy Cohen in our new 
and updated Holy Grounds gift shop, for a cup 
of coffee, a little snack and a chance to meet and 
chat with our friends at the temple.  SShhoopp  ffoorr  
JJuuddaaiiccaa  iitteemmss  iinn  ppeerrssoonn  oorr  oonnlliinnee aatt:: 

shoptbsmb.com

Please make sure to sign up for Sisterhood 

membership while paying your Temple dues 

or online at TBSMB.ORG/SISTERS.

A glimpse: Cantor Porat 
Installation Photos
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j o s e p h
& the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

SUNDAY
APRIL 21

A Temple Beth Sholom Production

Mark Your Calendars!
 
Presenting the Temple Beth Sholom Players in
 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
 

Sunday, April 21
 

2:00 pm
 

Tickets on sale starting in March! 
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B-Mitzvah
JANUARY  2024

Matthew O. Pomeraniec will be called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah on January 13, 2024. 
He is the son of Jessica Shore Pomeraniec and Fernando Pomeraniec and brother to 
Andrew Pomeraniec. His grandparents are Ben and Rosanne Shore and David and Susy 
Pomeraniec.

Sky Wolf Rubinson Shashoua will be called to the Torah as a bar mitzvah on January 
27, 2024. He is the son of Jaime Rubinson and Ami Shashoua and brother to Donna and 
Ronnie Shashoua. He is the grandson of Shoshana and Nachman Shashoua and Mitchell 
and Edda Rubinson, who are longtime Miami Beach residents and who were married by 
our founding Rabbi, Leon Kronish.

Ava Issenberg will be called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah on January 27, 2024. She is the 
daughter of Brie and Ronnie Issenberg and sister to Holland Issenberg. Her grandparents 
are Diane Issenberg, Ed Miller, and Michalle and Peter Santovito. As part of her mitzvot, she 
will be donating to Lotus House.

This Chanukah our BESHTY youth groups had the opportunity to participate in our annual 
Holiday Toy Drive! This year, we collected toys for the Miami Rescue Mission. In December we 
hosted two gift-wrapping events: one for our Middle School Students and one for High School 
Students. Our teens brought in gifts for donations, and we spent time organizing and wrapping 
them. Our elementary youth groups, Mini (3rd-5th Grade ) and Micro BESHTY (K-2nd Grade), 
were also involved with our Toy Drive. During our Mini/Micro BESHTY Chanukah Celebration 
our participants made holiday cards to accompany our toy donations. In total, we donated over 
120 toys to Miami Rescue Mission this year. All our BESHTY participants had a fantastic time 
giving back and bringing light during the holiday season!
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away. These people are displaced and traumatized but they are 
not immobilized. They are trying to figure out their future, and are 
already fundraising to build back better and care for each other. 

We also visited two hospitals, one in the South where we learned 
that incubators had been sent to Gaza, and Shaare Zedek Hospital 
in Jerusalem where we met with Rabbi Doctor Avram Steinberg, 
who leads the medical ethics team there and is so renowned for 
his service that he has won the Israel Prize. He shared with us many 
of the halakhic and ethical concerns that face a Jewish hospital in 
a time of war, including whether a patient can refuse care from an 
Arab doctor - the answer is no – and whether the hospital should 
give medical attention to terrorists – the answer is yes - for many 
reasons, including upholding our ethics in the world’s eyes. It was 
amazing to see how these gut-wrenching decisions are made 
through the lens of Jewish ethics and law.

Even in a time of atrocities and war we do not abandon our 
morality.

I want to share one other story, which is somewhat gruesome, 
but really struck me so deeply because it speaks of the profound 
commitment Israelis have to one another.

On Tuesday afternoon, we spent time at the military morgue in 
Israel, a place I have never visited before. This is the place where 
soldiers who have died are taken for identification and preparation 
for burial. On October 7th and every day since then, they have 
worked around the clock and had to divide the facility in two 
and expand into the parking lot to also handle all of the civilian 
casualties. I learned that when a soldier enters the army, their 
blood and fingerprints are taken, and x-rays of their teeth for this 
very purpose of being able to identify them if they die in the line 
of duty. Imagine a 17 or 18-year-old undergoing this procedure 
knowing full well why they are doing so.

Usually, if someone is burned, traces of their DNA can be found 
for identification. But after October 7th, there were bones of two 
bodies that were so charred they couldn’t be identified. We met 
with a man named Aviyad who flew with these remains all the way 
to Dover, Delaware for an even more sensitive DNA testing system 
and there, their identities became clear. That’s the extent to which 
Israelis will go to honor those who have died.

And finally, though we began our trip in tears, we ended in 
laughter, visiting with a group of recent Ethiopian immigrant 
children who have been displaced from their absorption center by 
the war. Even as the war is raging, the Jewish Agency is receiving 
three times the number of calls from people interested in Aliyah 
because of rising antisemitism around the world.

For all these reasons and more, so many more, I came away from 
Israel inspired.

Yes, there is still rage and fear and uncertainty and blame that is 
still unfolding, but the Israeli people themselves have risen up to 
meet the moment. And now we must too.

When I first read the article about the Iron Dome of Jewish 
resilience, I loved Fryder’s image of the Iron Dome. But after being 
there, the image no longer works for me and here’s why. As many 

of you know, the purpose of the Iron Dome is to prevent a missile 
from impact. If it works as it should, the target remains untouched. 
But historically, and here again in Israel, Jewish resiliency and 
transformation comes when there’s been traumatic impact, yet 
we allow that impact to transform us and strengthen us to build 
a better future. This is tragic but true. After the trauma impacts us 
physically, we must allow it to impact who we are.  Over and over 
again, I heard Israelis who want to make sure they use this horror to 
unite and grow stronger.

And we are part of this equation. There can be no strong Israel 
without Diaspora Jews, and there can be no strength and power 
for Diaspora Jews without Israel.

So we are in this together.

Rebbe Nachman once taught: “if you believe you can damage, 
then believe you can heal.” We see the damage that hate has 
caused. If Israelis are able to transcend that hate after what’s 
been done to them, then we, too, cannot dwell in the land of 
revenge and retribution. Our mission must be to join them in 
the effort to come together, with differences but united. Let us 
continue to find ways to help them serve and rebuild through 
donations. Please keep on giving – the needs are so great. Give 
to the Federation’s Israel Emergency Fund which is doing critical 
work. Give to the Brothers and Sisters for Israel, to the Israeli 
Movement for Progressive Judaism, which is helping to house and 
feed displaced people, and dozens of other organizations doing 
meaningful life-saving work. We can help through volunteering, 
through visiting Israel when you’re able and through reconsidering 
the depth, necessity, and strength of our partnership. The 
brilliance of resilience Is forcing a transformation for the good.

So let us follow the lead of our Israeli family and find reason to 
hope, the desire to unite, and the will to work for a better tomorrow. 

Amen.

Continued from page 3Sacred Connections

Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz with soldiers 
reading cards from our students



Stand in Solidarity & Strengthen Israel

SholomFest 2024
Saturday, February 24, 2024 

7:30 to 11:00 pm

The proceeds from this event will purchase an Israel Bond  
in the name of Temple Beth Sholom.

 
EVENT CHAIRS ~ Kim & Daniel Haber | Rachel Unger & Michael Feldman

Andrea Wagner & Seth Alhadeff

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS CHAIR ~ Etan Mark

PHILANTHROPY CHAIR ~ Michael Weinberg

HOST COMMITTEE
Cyndy Albert & Ron Albert, Jr. | Joanne & Daniel Aronson | Jillian & Andrew Barnett

Marjorie Baron & Michael Spritzer | Julie & Elliot Basner | Jerri & Larry Bassuk | Oleva & Jose Benrey
Melinda & Michael Berman | Jaqui Barrionuevo & Eric Broad | Jen & Scott Burk | Annette Cannon

Lauren & Lorne Cantor | Deborah & Charles Citrin | Michael Conway & Paul Lobkovich
Lori & Michael Dribin | Adriana & Glenn Dryfoos | Sharon Ellis | Judith Greene & Lisa Sanders

Allison & Perry Greenfield | Amy & David Handlin | Gail Harris | Jill & Robert Hertzberg
Debbie & Andrew Hirschl | Kathy & Larry Hurwitz | Jessica Jonap & Michael Levinson

Michelle & Fred Kane | Arden & Jack Karson | Diane & Bruce Katzen | Shelby & Ari Kempler
Helena & Drew Kristol | Selma & Joshua Laurence | Brielle & Etan Mark | Suzanne & Brad Meltzer

Katie & Rob Miller | Shelley Niceley Groff & Jon Groff | Bobbi Ossip | Amy & Eric Ostroff
Adrienne & Stevan Pardo | Caryn & Michael Pardo | Nancy & Kenneth Ratzan

Vanessa & Gary Ressler | Karen & Marc Rivo | Denis Russ | Rachel & Joshua Samek
Stacy Savett & Ross Borer | Sarah & Lee Schor | Barbara Schulhof & Tamas Doffek

Karen & Jonathan Sepsenwol | Marte & Paul Singerman | Myra Spindel & Bart Chepenik | Carolyn Travis
Chris & Michael Weinberg | Phyllis & Martin Winston

Innovative School PTO Presidents ~ Kelsey Levey and Jacquelynn Powers

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
TITLE SPONSOR: HaTikvah (The Hope)	 $10,000+ 
	 •	Eight (8) tickets to the event
	 •	Title Sponsor status with prominent logo/family name included on:
			   •	 Event sponsor digital signage
			   •	 Rotating sponsor loop on large screen
			   •	 Logo/family name on registration table
	 •	�Prominent logo/family recognition as Title Sponsor on all promotional materials pre- and post-

event in print and online, including the website, digital display in the TBS Welcome Center, and 
in HaKOL**

	 •	Half-page ad in HaKOL for 12 months***

$1,440 – the value of eight tickets – is not tax-deductible 

Yerushalayim Shel Zahav (Jerusalem of Gold)	 $5,000	
	 •	Four (4) tickets to the event
	 •	Logo/family name included on: 
			   •	 Event sponsor digital signage
			   •	 Rotating sponsor loop on large screen
	 •	�Logo/family name recognition on all promotional materials pre- and post-event in print and 

online, including the website, digital display in the TBS Welcome Center and in HaKOL 
	 •	Quarter page ad in HaKOL for six months***

$720 – the value of four tickets – is not tax-deductible 



L’Chaim (To Life)	 $3,600
	 •	Two (2) tickets to the event
	 •	�Logo/family name on all promotional materials pre- and post-event in print and online, including 

HaKOL
	 •	Logo/family name included on:
			   •	 Event sponsor digital signage
			   •	 Rotating sponsor loop on large screen
	 •	Business card ad in HaKOL for three months***

$360 – the value of two tickets – is not tax-deductible 

Shalom, Shalom (Peace)	 $2,500
	 •	Two (2) tickets to the event
	 •	Logo/family name included on:
			   •	 Event sponsor digital signage
			   •	 Rotating sponsor loop on large screen
	 •	Recognition post-event in print and online, including HaKOL

$360 – the value of two tickets – is not tax-deductible 

Am Yisrael Chai (The People of Israel Live)	 $1,000
	 •	Logo/family name included on:
			   •	 Event sponsor digital signage
			   •	 Rotating sponsor loop on large screen
	 •	Recognition post-event in print and online, including HaKOL

This package does not include tickets

*Subject to sponsor confirming participation prior to digital deadlines. 
**HaKOL has a monthly audience of over 1,400 families. 
***Ads must be submitted by May 31, 2024.

Tickets 			  $180 per person (not tax-deductible)

50/50 Cash Jackpot	 $100 per ticket (not tax-deductible)
10% of proceeds benefit Jewish National Fund (JNF) | Drawing on February 24  

Winner does not need to be present 

Yerushalayim Shel Zahav Sponsors*

				  
  

We are seeking donations of high value experiences for our Silent Auction, such as travel, sports or 
dining related. If you can kindly help support this effort, please be in touch.

Contact: Director of Advancement 
Katy Boyask at katy@tbsmb.org or 786.406.1375 
for more information or to register by phone
*As of 12/18/23

L

Sisterhood
Temple Beth Sholomof

Registration for Sponsorships, 
Tickets, Donations 
and Cash Jackpot at 
tbsmb.org/sholomfest2024  

Rabbi Gary
and Joanie Glickstein
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January 1
Jacqueline Africk

Jeffrey Bercow
Apollo Delgado

Liora Dermer
Laurent Ohana

Grace Rais
Jaleh Samway Bast

Molly Sepsenwol
Marte Singerman

January 2
Neil Fairman

Amanda Kleidermacher
Robin Rosenbaum

Phoebe Shekels
Daniel Wax

Amanda Woerner

January 3
Mack Barnett

Jill Dubin
Aaron Edelstein

Albert Fine
Kamran Khazary

Frayda Lindemann
Jenni Person
Richard Zinn

January 4
Sanford Altman
Austin Axelrod

Maximilian Baumann
Laurie Blach

Olivia Kaiserman
James Schwartz

Michael Wolk

January 5
Michele Burger
Charles Citrin

Michael Levinson
Zara McCully

Alex Mendelson
Isabella Slass

January 6
Shani Alexander

Larry Hurwitz
Michelle Oravitz

Garri Priyampolskiy

January 7
Roy Benmeir

Sarah Monteiro
Elaine Silverstein

January 8
Matisse Georgi
Joanne Loiben

Ovidio Oxios
Ian Stern

Max Stern
Joey Weissman

January 9
Jacob Abramson

Jennifer Burk
Gerald Harris
Morey Moss

Haley Revesz
Hudson Revesz

Jordan Weinstein
Lucas Werner

January 10
Jessica Cook

Lionel Cukierman
Paul Feinsilver

Guilherme Glezer
Jaden Kaplan

Dustin Kushner
Lily Palmer

Miles Warren

January 11
Ben Dvir

Robert Fetell
Emily Frankel

Ryan Jove
Vanessa Menkes-Orlofsky

Karina Spiegel

January 12
Alan Axelrod

Jesse Glickstein

Zara Hurwitz
Matias Levenson
Stacey Mizener

Mark Polovin
Jason Pyle

Julie Quittner
Robert Sepin
Jane Siegel
Cathy Tighe

January 13
Ruby Barten

Richard Lesser
Carlo Pirari

January 14
Alamea Bitran
David Bloch
Jeffrey Cohn
Natalie Gee
Sally Kramer

Elizabeth Resnick
Maxine Sobel

Levi Tamuz
David Vargas

Max Weinberg

January 15
Michelle D’Antuono

Hannah Gaynor
Ellen Matlins

Mark Penn
Heidi Tandy

January 16
Sophia Fryd

Bradley Golden
Ana Patricia Green

Eric Greenwald
Tamara Lilenbaum

Matthew Pomeraniec
Sue Rosenthal
Kaveh Saberi

Alberto Slezynger
Emily Wohl

January 17
Carey Dorman

Jacob Gaynor
Laura Gould

Chaim LieberPerson
Nili Ressler

Elon Shikhman

January 18
Howard Berlin

Luz Groesman Wagmaister
Ari Kleiner

Timothy Martorella
Lori Nieder

Sky Shashoua
Gabriel Sredni

January 19
Max Bast

Ashley Kadey
Leonora Kravets

Cori Siegel
Chiara Steen
Liam Tamuz

Benjamin Vargas

January 20
Sonia Carbo
Abigail Davis

James Orlowsky
Robert Wohlfeld

January 21
Julie Basner

Jill Muller
Stanislav Shalunov

Valentina Sierralta-Sredni
Barbara Sugerman

Jason Zedner

January 22
Alan Amdur

Ruby Andras
Jeffrey Cohen

Hilary Feldman
Jorge Pante

Barbara Pomerantz
Stacey Quittner

Adam Reiss
Kayla Reiter
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January 23
Jordan Bial

Lindsay Gould
Nicole Haime

Emma Maman
Ido Maman

David Mandel
Kerry Newman
Charlotte Paley

Regina Rosenfield
Roland Schein

January 24
Leslie Graff

Jessica Jonap
Haley Leibowitz
Sarah Morales

Cathy Schmerin
Francesca Winer

Mark Wohl

January 25
Caroline Davis

Priscilla Friedland

Toba Meiselman
Ripley Reiter

Lisa Rubio
Patricia Stauber-Klein

Cooper Tolston

January 26
Barbara Amazon
Daniel Aronson
Jack Bickman

Jaime Campos
Ava Elias

Sophie Elias
Zoe Exelbert

Ally Glaser Zimmerman
Sasha Kadey

Logan Pathman
Dana Polan

Marlyn Spiegel
Jacob Stein
Olivia Stein

January 27
Elisa Bildner

Sage Greenbaum
Kristina Igonina

Monica Izquierdo
Daniel Klein

Fred Koczwara
Samantha Moriber

Daniel Och
Arthur Weissmann

Margie Zeskind

January 28
Alexandre Cukier
Robert Goldstein

Amy Handlin
Margot Jacobs
Theodore Klein

January 29
Larry Chachkes

Jaxon Hirschhorn
Benjamin Marks

William Waechter
Chloe Zuckerman

Tasha Zysman

January 30
Nicole Dion
Bruce Julien
Ari Kempler
Leila Saberi

Ami Shashoua

January 31
Rina Bass

Maxwell Bickman
Patricia Bilstein

Lillian Green
Matthew Greer
Jordan Jerome
Jordana Kinder

Cal Lewis
Daniel Nir

Jason Rubell
Eric Shepard
Aryeh Stern

Jordan Umlas

Find your small group!
Contact Jaleh Samway Bast:  jaleh@tbsmb.org or 305.538.7231 ext. 301.

panim 
el 

panim

face 
to 
face

women

40s-50s

couples

young
fathers

TBS 
Singles 
60+

Looking for Community?
Join a Small Group!

special
interest 
groups

As we reflect on the holidays, and enter a new year, 
our community is buzzing with excitement and 
warmth. Despite the challenges and uncertainties, 
we face globally, it’s heartening to see our Panim 
groups working together.

These intimate circles have become beacons of 
support, understanding, and connection during the 
everyday and the trying times. The groups exemplify 
the spirit of community, reminding us that even in 
the face of adversity, we are stronger together.

We hope this new year brings compassion and 
empathy. In the warmth of our community, we find 
solace and strength to navigate through difficult 
moments, reminding ourselves that our bonds are 
strong.

You too can share in this community. Join an existing 
group or form a new one.  Contact us to find a Panim 
group for you, and further strengthen our wonderful 
TBS community.
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TZEDAKAHSeptember 
2019We Thank You For Your Generous Contributions

BLAUSTEIN SCHOLARSHIP 
ENRICHMENT FUND

In Memory Of
Sam Wolff
 by Fran Gordon 

GENERAL FUND

In Memory Of
Dr. Morton Robinson
 by R. Judith Ratzan 
Sara Sztylerman
 by Ronnie & Bruce Singer 
 by Fanny & Marcus Kerbel 
Susie Straus Jacobs
 by Edith & Arnold Straus 
Doris Pardo
Gene Howard
 by Barbara & Allan Pekor 

In Honor Of
Rabbi Ethan Bair, the clergy & staff for 
making Charlotte’s naming ceremony 
possible
 by Brittany & Brandon Kirsch 

MITZVAH (RABBIS’ 
DISCRETIONARY) FUND
by Jane Robinson

In Memory Of
Harry Susskind 
 by Raleigh Susskind
Steven Lee Marco 
 by Lisa Marco
Robert Jay Jaffe 
 by Bunny Jaffe

In Honor Of
Charlotte Kirsch’s birth 
 by the Shabbat Morning Minyan
PACT (People Action for Community 
Together)
 by Shari Klinger
 by Phyllis & Marty Winston

MUSIC FUND

In Memory Of
Doris Pardo
Gene Howard 
 by Leslie Pathman
Doris Pardo 
 by the Stein’s, Pardo’s & Katz’s & families 
 by Paula Gellman

 by Dr. Bobbi Ann Ossip
 by Susan & Richard Zinn
 by Ellen & Jon Channing
Seymour Gelber 
 by Joan Silverstein & Mayor Daniel 
Gelber
Peter Wagner 
 by Dr. Bobbi Ann Ossip
Steven Lee Marco 
 by Lisa Marco

In Honor Of
Cantor Lisa Segal 
 by Joan Silverstein & Mayor Daniel 
Gelber
 by Allison Bouis & Phil Nevs
Doris Olesky’s 100th Birthday 
 by Dr. Bobbi Ossip 
Bobbi Ossip’s birthday 
 by Renee & Don Davidson

PRAYER BOOK FUND

In Memory Of
Doris Pardo
Gene Howard
 by Niety & Gary Gerson 

RABBI GARY GLICKSTEIN’S 
YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In Memory Of
Doris Pardo’s 100th birthday
 by Vicki Petruzzelli
Martin Holland
 by Jill & Mark Meland 
Sara Sztylerman 
 by Deborah & Charles Citrin

RABBI GAYLE POMERANTZ 
FORWARD FUND
 by Jane Robinson

In Memory Of
Anna Stern Lieberman 
 by Barbara Pomerantz

In Honor Of
Areta Kaufman’s birthday 
 by Barbara Pomerantz
Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz’s birthday
 by Linda & Carl Snitzer 

SANDRA MORDUJOVICH 
MEMORIAL FUND

In Memory Of
Gene Howard
 by Malka & Jorge Mordujovich 

SINGERMAN FAMILY FUND

In Honor Of
Marte & Paul Singerman’s Anniversary
 by Rachel Pollack Singerman 

YAHRZEIT

In Memory Of
Milton Myers 
 by DeeDeeBerkowitz
George Lyle Lindemann, Sr. 
 by Fayda Lindemann
Florence Litz 
 by Norman Litz
Leona R. Albert 
 by Tracey Albert
Seymour Winston
Rose Krulick 
 by Phyllis & Martin Winston
Nathan Cynamon 
 by Howard Cynamon
Isabel Davidson 
 by Kimberly & Eric Mendelson
Lillian & Larry Kaye 
 by Deborah & Bruce Kaye
Anna Gottlieb 
 by Carol Loevin
Reba Robinson 
 by Jane Robinson
Nathan Siegel 
 by Harriet Dokson
Sarah Tabor
  by Kerry Rudt
JoEllen “Jodi” Multack 
 by Kimberly & Eric Mendelson

3.16.19 to 7.12.19
Circle of Giving 2019-2020 – Sustainer (new)
Jane Robinson

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
	 by Adelle Nicholson 

CARING COMMITTEE FUND
In Memory Of
Esther Molasky 
Lily S. Miller
	 by Judith Frankel
Jeffrey Brandon 
	 by Irene Brandon

CONGREGATIONAL 
ENGAGEMENTFUND
In Memory Of
Betty (Beebe) Goodfarb
	 by Nina and Kenneth Stowe 
In Honor Of
Dr. Arnold Blaustein and family
	 by Nina and Kenneth Stowe 

GENERAL FUND
In Memory Of
Joy Malakoff
	 by Esther Percal 
	 by Norma and Michael Orovitz 
Benjamin Gold
Selma Snyderman
	 by Andrea Schein 
In Honor Of
Carolyn Baumal’s birthday
	 by Dr. Barry Baumal 

MITZVAH (CLERGY 
DISCRETIONARY) FUND
In Memory Of
Alan Chepenik 
	 by Kathy and Larry Hurwitz
Joy Malakoff 
	 by Harriet Halpryn
Lena Kipnis 
	 by Priscilla Friedland
Daniel Jacobs 
	 by Nancy and Clinton Fried
In Honor Of
Rabbi Jessica Jacobs’ Installation 
	 by Jeffrey Agron
Arnold Blaustein’s birthday
	 by Margaret Blaustein

Rabbi Robert Davis 
	 by David Foster
Oliver Mark’s Bar Mitzvah 
	 by Kathy and Larry Hurwitz
Nina Rhodes Bat Mitzvah 
	 by Jessica and Steve Rhodes
Rabbi Pomerantz officiating at Oliver 
Mark’s Bar Mitzvah 
	 by Brielle and Etan Mark

MORAH SHULA BEN-DAVID 
HEBREW SCHOOL AND B’NEI 
MITZVAH SCHOLARHIP FUND
In Honor Of
Olivia Newman’s Bat Mitzvah
	 by Laine and Artie Unger 

MUSIC FUND
In Memory Of
Oscar Baisman 
	 by Irene and Scott Weisburd
In Honor Of
Sam Geronemus’ Bar Mitzvah 
	 by Mara and Adam Geronemus
Cantor Juval Porat 
	 by Andi Russin

RICHARD A. SHARPSTEIN 
HUMANITARIAN FUND
	 by Jill and Robert Hertzberg 
	 by Gay Koumjian 
	 by Darlene Roth 
In Memory Of
Richard Sharpstein
	� by Diane Walder and Finlay 

Cumming 
Jared D. Needle
	 by Andrew Needle 

SANDRA MORDUJOVICH 
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory Of 
Ira Klinger
	 by Shari Klinger 
Dr. Jorge Mordujovich
	� by Gio and Marc Postelnek and 

family
	 by Judith Chestler 

Joy Malakoff
	 by Laine and Artie Unger

YAHRZEIT FUND
In Memory Of
Rodolfo Berkowitz 
	 by Gabriela Rind
David M. Berger 
	 by Linda Orbach
Gertrude Faber 
	 by Randye Dlott
Sara Berezdivin
	 by Esther and Jacob Kravec
Louis Radin 
	 by Jane Radin
Petja Maria Kroner 
	 by Vivian G. Kroner
Murylin A. Berger 
	 by Stephanie Hirsch
Jospeh Abraham Schoen 
	 by Judy Litt Pine
Geraldine L. Ossakow 
	 by Susan Ossakow
Morris Jacob Fine 
	 by Albert Fine
Samuel Kleiner 
	 by Gary Kleiner
Alan B. Wolpert 
	 by Dana Martorella
Carolyn Halpern 
	 by Mark Halpern
John A. Foster 
	 by David Foster
Ion Ciolacu 
	 by Mihaela and Jorge Gutman
Leah Mandel Sternbaum
Karl Louis Sternbaum 
	 by Marc and Susan Sternbaum
Judy Agron 
	 by Jeffrey Agron
Jock Boykoff 
	 by Ellen B. Fisher
Ruth E. Stuzin \
	 by Rosalyn Stuzin
Marc Budgazad 
	 by Chana and Sam Sheldon
Hilda Litwin
Sharlane Packar
	 by Judith Chestler 

January
2024
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HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL 5784 
│2023-24
10.19.23 to 1.14.23 
Judith and Sidney Bloom
Jill Braufman and Daniel Nir
Anonymous

GOLF OPEN 2023 
SILENT AUCTION 
Amanda & Jeffrey Fisher
Jorge Iglesias
IN KIND DONORS
Barbara Gelber & John Barker
Bobby Wilcox 
Jarryd Wood
SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Diana & Lee Klein

Thank you to our donors who gave 
generously on Give Miami Day 2023 
to benefit our Youth Campaign at 
Temple Beth Sholom

Liliana and Jeffrey Agron
Avivit Ashkenazi Pyle and Jason Pyle

In Memory Of
Samuel Borsky, Marilyn and Leonard 
Berko
  By Betty and Craig Berko

Melinda and Michael Berman
Katy Boyask
Jill Braufman and Daniel Nir

Kristina and Mark Bryn
Michelle and Terence Clerkin
Allison Cohen
Lori and Michael Dribin
Adriana and Glenn Dryfoos
Randi Epstein 
Regina Feldman-Goldstein 
	 and Jeffrey Goldstein
Doris Galindo and Brian Hirsch
Wendy Glaberson and Matthew Bial
Mindy Glazer and David Gaynor
James Hauser
Kathy and Larry Hurwitz

In Memory Of
Samuel Sztylerman, Lazaro 
Sztylerman, Sonia Sztylerman and 
Julius Kasdin
  By Ana and Neisen Kasdin

Shari Klinger and Abraham Bichachi
Russell Koonin

In Honor Of
Jordan Kristol
  By Helena and Drew Kristol

In Honor Of
Leo and Birdie Magnin
  By Stacey Laskin and 
  Andrew Magnin

Sari and Michael Levine

In Honor Of
Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz
   By Ashleigh and Alec Lindenauer

In Honor Of
Gary Ressler
  By The Miami Foundation

Erica and Aaron Nahmad
Shelley Niceley Groff and Jon Groff
Tamara Nixon
The Rose-Unger Family
Rich Pototsky
Vanessa and Gary Ressler

In Memory Of
Joy Malakoff
  By Alexandra and Bill Roedy

In Memory Of
Verena Cohen
  By Lorraine and Joseph Steen

Jodi Steinbauer
Cynthia Varat
Andrea Wagner and Seth Alhadeff
Chris and Michael Weinberg
Nan Wetherhorn
Anonymous 2

tbsmb.org/youthcampaign

Zichronam Livracha.
“For everything there is a season.” 

Kohelet 3:1.

Memory
is a

Their

Blessing
Carol Miller Fass, mother of Wendy (David) Smith, grandmother of Sam and Zachary Smith, and wife of 
Paul Fass.

Joy Van Wye Malakoff, wife of Fred Malakoff, mother of Mari, David and Mark, and grandmother of Meyer.

Sonia “Sonni” Roth, mother of Alisa (Tracy) Bahl, and grandmother of Isaac Manton, Jacob Manton, and 
Andrew Bahl.

Fannette Sommer Blum, grandmother of Rachel (Josh) Samek, and great-grandmother of Jeremy Samek.

Verena Cohen, mother of Lorraine (Joseph) Steen, Arlene Cohen (Jorge Moral) and Elio Mojena; and 
grandmother of Allegra, Chiara, Sarah, Taylor, Amanda, and Cody.

Stephen Zaron, husband of Deena Zaron; father of Andrew (Erica) Zaron, Craig Zaron and Amy (Keith) 
Aqua; and grandfather of Eli Zaron, Parker Zaron, Ella Zaron, Ben Aqua, Jacob Aqua and Adam Aqua.
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January 1
Abbey and Manny Palgon

Nava Regev and Mark Baranek
Judy and Roberto Schaechter

Cathy Raduns-Silverstein and Steven Silverstein

January 2
Carolyn West and Evan Marks

January 3
Wende and Shahar Bitton
Tiffany and Brad Hurwitz

January 4
Ann Marie and Rogerio Lilenbaum

Susan and Daniel Moskovitz
Rachel and Jeffrey Weissman

January 5
Angelica and David Berezin

January 6
Sandra and Kenneth Cohen

Wendi and Alax Gittler

January 8
Victoria and Jeremy Traster

January 10
Jackie and Alex Fernandez
Nicole and Michael Simkins

January 12
Mindy Glazer and David Gaynor

January 13
Kathy and Richard Lesser
Vanessa and Gary Ressler

January 14
Ana and Samuel Morjain

January 16
Jill Braufman and Daniel Nir

January 17
Myrna and Robert Kirkpatrick

January 18
Vida and Fred Corman

January 19
Sari and Nate Shapiro

January 20
Jo Ann and Mark Hildebrandt

January 22
Jordyn and Steven Dickstein

Jill and William Multack
Debra and Jeff Wechsler

January 23
Carol and Jonathan Cohen
Andrea and Roland Schein

Allison and Gary Twist

January 26
Ali and Adam Reiss

January 27
Liz and Erwin Georgi

January 28
Brittany Holland and Zak Colangelo-Trenner

January 29
Eloah and Mark Fisher

Please visit our Israel Committee page for updates, videos, and resources.
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M.Kotler Real Estate is proud to be a family 
of  generational members of  Temple Beth 

Sholom for more than five decades!

Looking to buy, sell or rent? Call Eric today!Save The Date

SPRING FLING
04.04.24 | 7:00 pm

Learners’ Art Auction

Babysitting available

Each class will have one 
piece of art up for auction.
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800.543.8862

Wholesale flowers
Wedding flowers
Cut flowers
Dried flowers
Pottery
Baskets
Ribbon
Fresh Greens
Orchids
Floral Containers
Novelties
Walk-in Coolers

Call 305.638.4141
berkeleyfloristsupply@gmail.com

berkeleyfloristsupply.com

T H E  N O  1  R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M  I N  F L O R I D A

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate (FLA License No. 2027016). All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Op-
erated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, 
the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. 

COMMITTED TO GIVING
BACK TO TBS

J I L L S Z E D E R . C O M

THREE FAMILIES. TWO GENERATIONS. ONE FORCE.

©2022 Coldwell Banker Realty (FLA License No. 2027016). All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports 
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell 
Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are 
registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

Real Estate Team in
THE NATION

1#

Berger Singerman LLP and Marte
and Paul Singerman proudly
support Temple Beth Sholom.

FORT LAUDERDALE | MIAMI | ORLANDO | TALLAHASSEE | TAMPA | WEST PALM BEACH
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Go Green!

To OPT OUT of 

the paper version 

of HaKOL contact 

Lois@tbsmb.org

Any firm can provide a service. We 
go further for our clients…to form 
long lasting relationships. 
- Steven Klein, CPA Managing Partner

 Our New Offices:

   4770 Biscayne Blvd. Suite 400
Miami, Fl.  33137

    Telephone: 305-868-3600
     Facsimile:  305-864-6740

                       
  1951 NW 19 Street, Suite 200

Boca Raton, Fl  33431
   Telephone: 561-392-9059
   Facsimile: 561-372-7956

 

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S

sfk@gpkleg.com  www.GPKLEG.com 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AND EXPERTISE  
FOR ANYTHING REAL ESTATE  

CALL TODAY! 305-542-1131

S CA N  Q R C O D E

B U I L D  •  B U Y  •  S E L L  •  L E A S E

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

DAVID HUNT SOLOMON

DAVIDHUNTSOLOMON.COM
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